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AN EXPLORATORY STUDY ON GIRDLING ROOTS
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[ Abstract ] Stem girdling roots (SGRs) do affect trees. SGRs, as opposed to root-girdling
roots, encircle or run tangential to a tree stem, eventually compressing the stem. Physiologi-
cally, trees might slowly decline and die as a result of SGRs. Or, a tree might suddenly fail
during a windstorm when stresses accumulate to the point on the tree. The purpose of this
study is to present an objective perspective of SGRs. Most importantly, this study reviews the
symptomology, potential causes, treatments, and prevention of decline associated with SGRs.
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